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An Abstract

The Impact of Economic Transformations on the Arabic Modern Poetry in the
Arabian Gulf Area ( UAE, Bahrain ,Qatar , Kuwait ) 1970-1990

Elham Bader Al Sada
Under the Supervision of : Professor Dr. Ibrahim Al Saafin

It goes without saying that the literary movement in the Arabian Gulf area has
been considerably affected by the tremendous transformation resuiting from the
economic boom witnessed by the area.

The economy of the area has been transformed from an economy depending on
the seas as the main source of living ,with all the characteristics of instability , risks ,
hardships and suffering , into an economy of structured mainly on oil.

Means of production have left their influence on the human relations in the Gulf
area whether in the economic social or cultural fields. The economic position
prevailing during the diving era had its impact on the social conduct , and created
social patterns compatible with the social conditions resulting from the relations
existing between the man of that environment a!nd the sea.

In the aftermath of the diving recession and with the beginning of collapse of
that economic system and the appearance of oil , certain social patterns disappeared
leaving the stage for new social patterns.

In the early seventies we started noticing the beginnings of this change in the
structure of the works of art in terms of form and content of Arab poetry in the
Arabian Gulf area.

The Gulf poet directed his attention towards his local milieu wherefrom he
created new structures filled with intellectual and social connotations more complex
than reality.

In fact the poet's satisfaction with symbolism since the seventies until now has
boosted his adoption of an approach different from the methods already made
available by romanticism and realism the presence of which retreated and became
confined to few names as revealed by the symbolism orientation in the form we
noticed.

Symbolism is an expression of the dialectic relation between the poet and his
changeable state of affairs which has become of more complex nature.

In view of the complexity of interrelations and diversity of structures within the
context of conditions of the phase of transformation , the poetic action coincided with
transformation movement.
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The poet adopted a confrontation attitude vis a vis the state of affairs , and
barricaded himself in the face of the existing authorities in all it political , social and
economical forms, committing himself intellectually to a number of issues on the social
but not individual scale.

On the content level he poetically and socially adopted social issues such as
the woman's emancipation movement , freedom and the homeland . He was not
concerned with confrontation with a particular class as much as his concern with a set
of wvalues and conceptions in general still suffering uncertainty in a contradictory
content.

The Gulf poet did not oppose oil as a source of wealth , but he condemned the
results leading the change of reality from simplicity to complexity . He also condemned
his society for failure to cope with the new phase and get rid of the residues of a past
different in values and conceptions. Hence there appeared the gap and the society of
contradiction and worries.

On the form level the Gulf poet preferred art confrontation with his troubled
situation. The one poetic meter trend appeared to him as if it were a form of
confrontation with the inherited molds belonging to a different state of affairs.
However , he certainly did not refuse his hen'tége totally , but his aim was to achieve a
certain amount of harmony between form and content which he was missing in the life
around him.

The poet was seeking to create a new poem with the help of symbotl , legend ,
and mask as an art means and within the harmony he was aspiring for . His symbols
were full of the diction of his milieu and heritage. He was trying to create his local or
ideological myth , declaring at the same time his commitment to his heritage but in the
context of his new vision of the work of art being a synonym of a reality complex and
rich in paradoxes.

Mask was one of the art means employed by the him to enhance presence of his
milieu and his local tradition. We notice that despite the alienation of the poet's soul in
the presence of the paradoxes , he faced the situation steadfastly armed with his
traditional and cultural roots ; always sticking thereto.

The Arab poem in the Gulf was linked musically to the Arab poem in general
and continued to be dominated by the one meter rhythm in general and Al Mutadarek
meter in particular . The prevalence of Al Mutadarek verse meter was due to the free
vocabulary movement which was sought by the Gulf poets , in addition to the
simulation between the meter and the social life rhythm in the Gulf almost moving in
similar close patterns descending or ascending with limited and non flagrant changes.
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Language style was not far from the change in the poem . We notice the
recurrence of the two lingual phenomena in the poetic works in the Gulf ; namely the
repetition of employed by the poet as an art lingual means to perform his
expressionistic role in conveying his passionate reactions to the movement of facts and
changes ; in negation or confirmation. |

The second phenomena is expressed iP the new linguistic structures employed
by the poet to simulate the aspects of change in the life around him, though the

outwardly appeared to be illogical.

In conclusion we can say that the results to be derived from this study are-not
conclusive nor final but only come in the context of diligence that could be in the right
or wrong . This is so because it is not pos'sible to come out with final results in the
context of changeable facts which are pregnant with new promises and prospects ; as
the Gulf area is still undergoing various changes and has not reached the final form of
even provisional stability.
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