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Abstract

The Conflict in the ancient Egyptian and Syrian beliefs

Religion ( belief ) constituted in the ancient civilizations the base of
gathering any group of people and then the society . So , it directed or
rather attracted the human feeling and thinking alike towards finding a
source for inspiration in arts and finding regulations ( legislations ) . It
had left a great influence upon life and thus became in the precedence of
every civilization in the ancient Near East .

The idea of Conflict ( strife ) might happen when man felt
desperation and weakness in confronting the natural powers in the image
of gods , or when there was a competition and struggle among people in
order to insure the human requirements for living. This matter created
problems in man's life and beliefs many centuries ago . Thereupon , gods
had been depicted as struggling with each other like human beings . This
might be interpreted as a normal phenomenon in nature . It is true to say
that man's primitive thought of religion began as a result of legends
(myths) when inspiring natural powers as well as the responses for the
human sensations . That feeling had gradually left its effect on people in
various dimensions . Man might distinguish this in some parts of nature
around him like air , fire , water , ... etc. . The latter parts were seen as
supernatural and ambiguous creatures representing gods ( lords ) ,
mastering the good and bad deeds in myths and epics . So , myths became
eventually a part of man's behavior as early as his existence / creation on

earth and this created an emergent psychological possible change in his
life .

In Egypt of the Pharaohs , religion was a part of every part of life , it
can be easily seen in their myths . There was conflict between what was
good and evil (wrong ) . They had depicted such conception on the walls of
the temples or sometimes written on the scrolls of papyrus as it is seen in
the myth of Osiris and Seth. Whereas in the Syrian ancient myth of
Ugarit , great significant heritage was discovered including concrete
documents investigated there . Its contents are considered raw materials
for scholars and thus were translated into some languages while some
other documents of legends , rituals , songs , prayers , letters and treaties
are still in need of study . In this region , believing in gods was connected



with its geographical factors , For instance , the idea fertility was
connected with the Sun as well as supernatural ( extraordinary )
phenomena outside man's control .

So , the importance of this study arises from the fact that we have
investigated via observing and analyzing the Egyptian and Syrian myths ,
the religious life in both civilizations focusing on the eternal conflict on
the earth and in heaven within its mythological culture in the ancient
Near East . We have therefor followed the historical descriptive method to
understand its dimensions according to the texts we have used and then
deduce important findings .

The study has been divided into four chapters , preceded by an
introduction on the meaning of conflict . Chapter one studies the conflict
of gods in the ancient Egyptian myths .Chapter two deals with the conflict
of man in the Egyptian myths( legends ). Chapter three concentrates on
the conflict of gods in the Syrian myth . Chapter four explains man's
conflict in the Syrian myth . The study ends with an abstract followed by
appendixes and a list of bibliography ( sources and references) .
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