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ABSTRACT

The
OTTOMAN MILITARY INSTITUTION (1299-1839)
A HISTORICAL STUDY

‘This research work aims at studying the Ottoman military institution
during the years1299-1839, when this institution played a role in the
processes of founding a state, enacting the state laws and governing the
trend of activities of the statesmen. Since the very early days of the Ottoman
state, no clear-cut distinction could be drawn between what was military and
all that was to be considered to be civil with reference to the statesmen’s as
well as the individual’s tasks or duties. Due to the overriding military nature
of the Ottoman state, the Ottomans found themselves involved in the
development and improvement of  military institution as <arly as _the
beginning of their state for the purpose of protecting the boundaries of the
continuously growing state.
‘The reason why the period 1299-1839 has been selected to be the
iod to be investigated by the present research worker is that the year
1299 is but_the beginning of an era that witnessed an important role played
by an effective and influential institution; namely, the Ottoman military
institution, which s the subject of the study in your hand. On the other
hand, the era under study is supposed to end in the year 1839, when the
Ottoman military institution underwent basic changes at the end of the reign
of Sultan Mahmood 11 (1808-39). It was during the reign of this Sultan that
the Ottoman. institution underwent certain drastic changes such as the
elimination of the giant Jannisary force. Worse than that, this institution
urned to be too old and weak to stand against or to continue its
conventional resistance of all efforts on the way of reform and
‘modemization in accordance with the western model.

‘The present study falls into four chapters. Chapter One concentrates on
the foundation years (1281-1326) of the Ottoman military institution. It
sheds some light on the nature of
the landscape of the borders of that growing state. At that time, the
Ottoman state was surrounded by the Bezants in the Belkan and Minor Asia
on the one side and the Roman Saljug in Qunia on the other.
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Chapter Two tackles matters related to the Ottoman military forces or
formations in the years 1326-1839. ‘This means that this chapter is devoted
to the discussion of the history of the Ottoman military institution that
started at the beginning of the reign of Sultan Orkhan and ended in the last
year of the reign of Sultan Mahmood I. In short, this chapter discusses the
Tole of the Janissary force and the role this force played in the external
expansion of the Ottoman state.

Three traces back the decline of the Ottoman military
institution in the Years 1566-1826. Hence, the research worker shows how
the tribal and Janissary forces weakened and how the Ottoman state began
tolose power or conrol. Some of those military and tribal formations were
muting.

Chapter Four is limited to the description of the attempts made to
reform the Ottoman military institution in the years 1703-1839. It was the
reign of Sultan Ahmed Il when the of the European military systems
undoubtedly began to win the priority and enjoy superiority in the military
affairs. This chapter highlights the reform efforts made by the Sultans and
the approaches they used to follow in this field.

To conclude this abstract, one cannot help referring to the fact that a
relatively great variety of sources were made use of 1o get the basic data
‘without which this work could have been far from being brought dow to
carth, The word relatively in the above sentence indicates that one can
safely say that there have been very few attempts made in Arabic to deal
wiith the history of the Ottoman military institution. For this reason, it is
hoped that this study will fill in some gap as far as the history library in the
Arab world in general and in Iraq in particular is concerned.
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