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Abstract

Trade in ancient Greece is one of the salient elements in the study of
ancient Greek civilization; This is due to the information it provides
about all other life activities, whether economic, social, or even political
and military, and for the vision it reflects about public life, its forms and
organisations, as well as the manifestations of civilization as trade is an
inseparable part of it. It can be said that trade in ancient Greece was based
on logical reasons. Despite the existence and antiquity of agriculture, it
was practiced on a small scale; Because of the geographical reality,
characterized by the lack of plain lands, with the rugged mountains in the
middle of the country, which contributed to the meandering of the roads
and the complexity of its reality. But the vital location of Greece, which
is relatively in the middle of the three continents of the ancient world
(Asia, Europe and Africa), overlooking important seas, provided the
population with an alternative to the geographical and agricultural
complexity, which helped them establish a commercial sector that was
successful, and work in it represented an important shift that agriculture
did not provide. The role of Greek trade was not limited to providing
decent job opportunities for a segment of the population, but also to
provide all the goods and products that ancient Greece lacked, and to
export surplus products to neighboring nations. Within this context, this
study attempts to identify the beginnings of trade and commercial
activities in ancient Greece and their most prominent motives, while
shedding light on important details about the trade community and its
conditions.

The problem of the study addresses a set of questions whose answers give
detailed explanations of trade activity in ancient Greece. The research
poses questions about the reasons for the emergence of this type of
economic activity and the motives for its prosperity in ancient Greece,
about the periods and periods of time in which this activity lived and
transformed from case to case, and about its relationship with other
economic activities and the extent of its dependence on them, as well as
the types of administrative, legal, market, financial and human
organizations Which accompanied the Greek trade, and what are the
geographical and historical factors that contributed to its launch, with
research on its tools and the reasons for its success and spread. The
research also raises side questions about the role of trade in achieving
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Greek economic integration and facilitating the Greeks' communication
with other nations.

Similarly, the study hypothesizes that various factors contributed to the
emergence and success of trade in ancient Greece. Such factors comprise
seaside geographic location, availability of wood for shipbuilding, in
addition to the Greek military superiority at certain periods of time.
Factors inhibiting other economic activities, may necessitate resorting to
trade, such as the lack of agricultural lands, the difficulty of
transportation and movement due to the internal geographical reality of
Greece, and the harshness and fluctuation of the climate. The study also
hypothesizes that ancient Greece established a successful - to a large
extent - and diversified trading system that strengthened its regional
presence and economic recovery and the factors of its contact with other
nations.

The methodology adopted in the study was the descriptive approach to
describe commercial activities and how they were practiced and
transferred from the inside to the outside. We also relied on the analytical
method by analyzing the information we provided, and then deducing the
most prominent ideas that contributed to the practice of trade on a large
scale and its success. The data obtained was both narrative based on
Greek myths or the works of philosophers and historians, and
archaeological that was deduced from studies in other languages through
translation.
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