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THE SASSANID MILITARY IDEOLOGY
A HISTORICAL ANALYSIS
226-691A

By Anwar Abd ali Hmeed

In view of the fact that history is indivisibly progressing in an interrelated
organic unity, any sound understanding of the movement of the history and
civilization of any cultural center cannot be evidently demonstrated unless a
survey of the neighboring cultural centers is undertaken. On the strength of
this view, the significance of studying the history of Persia during the
Sassanid era along with a thorough study of the history of ancient Eastern
civilizations in general and the history of Mesopotamia in particular imposes
itself clearly. Moreover, any discussion of the history of the Sassanid era
must, less or more, involve a vast space of the history of Mesopotamia, since
this area was the center and capital of the Sassanid State.

If there had not been any other motivation for studying the history of the
Sassanid State except its firm connection with the history of ancient Iraq and
the neighboring districts that lasted for many centuries, this would have been
adequate reason for presenting the current study.

Besides, the experiment of the Sassanid rule had some bearing on the reigns
that followed it, especially the Islamic Arab kingdoms. The mutual influence
of the Arab-Persian cultures has been another motivation for this study, in
hope of hitting upon the most important of these influences plus their roots
and sources. Of course, this aim cannot be achieved unless a study of the
history of the Sassanid State is taken on for the purpose of discovering all of
its organs, such as administration, rule, system of government, and arts
although these organs have not been yet investigated on a scholarly basis. In
addition, surveys appertained to the different domains of the Sassanid State
are almost imperfect, scarce, and limited to certain aspects, although the
history of this state is strongly connected to the history of [rag—a fact that has
furthermore motivated me to delve into this subject matter.

In general, any study of the military history of any nation is of great
importance, because the research field of this topic entertains a supreme rank
in the list of historiographic studies owing to the spacious range that wars and
military clashes have occupied in the life of ancient and present nations, and
this is expected to continue in the future.

As a matter of fact, studies of the military history form great significance and




influence, because such studies prompt peoples in a serious endeavor for
gaining achievements and fending off losses. They also provide those engaged
in armed forces with a faculty that helps them make the most accurate
strategic decisions as well as scientific experiments that help them assume the
anticipated consequences before making these decisions ."

To sum up, comprising the great lessons of the past, the military history
involves innumerable advantages that pave the way for intellectual military
provisions.

It goes without saying that military establishments have very often played a
major role in the progress of the historical events of all civilizations both the
ancient and the modern. This has been another motivation for undertaking the
current study.

All the aforementioned motivations have greatly contributed to the
crystallization of the idea of this paper; namely, the Sassanid Military
Ideology. Before embarking upon this thesis, I, having sought the help of
specialists and professors of history, searched out and made sure that this
study had not been touched on before. Only then, I made my mind to go on
investigating this subject matter making use of all tools possible.

First of all, the title of the study in itself suggests that the researcher has tried
to run off the traditional frames of all military studies, since the majority of
such studies, despite their fewness, are presented to be no more than
classificatory studies that are devoid of any analytical and explanative views.
If there 1s such a study, it is still based on the principles and definite fields of
modern military sciences that are restricted to such technical issues as war
tactics and applications. In other words, such studies are purely restricted to
military issues, without making any reference of the other influencing factors,
such as politics, administration, economics, and legislation which have great
bearing on the military establishments.

As far as a research work 1s concerned, the historical material that is related to
this topic, especially the military-oriented texts, has required the researcher to
adopt this sort of study, because it seems, in his conception, nearer to history
than the other fields of study that are usually dependent upon data about

(1) For example, the United States Military Command, during the First Gulf War, strongly
recommended that each soldier of their forces should carry with him a copy of the
2.500-year-old Chinese masterpiece, The Art of War, a book written by the Chinese
military strategist, General Sun Tzu. It is worth mentioning that the American forces
quote a big number of their military strategies from this book. Moreover, the principles
of the Chinese General mentioned in that book have been applied to other fields than
military strategy. In this regard, many Japanese and Korean business companies have
used these principles in economic and business fields.




soldiery and military commanders.

Likewise, the nature of the topic has imposed on the researcher a certain
methodology similar to the comparative analytic methodologies so that the
researcher could introduce the questions demanded by the subject matter, find
suitable solutions for them, investigate the reasons and effects, and make his
thesis proceed in the channel of historiographic studies.

In the light of the objective considerations needed by the nature of the
research, this paper has been divided into an introduction, five chapters, and
an epilogue.

Chapter One, which forms a preamble of the subject matter, gives a thorough
idea about the Sassanid State through investigating its political history,
systems of government, and the prevailing social state respectively, without
neglecting a reference to the religions and beliefs of its people.

As Chapter Two is dedicated to pointing out the military references of the
Sassanid State, it has comprised three objects of research as follows:

The first research brings up the military heritage of the states that existed
before the Sassanid State.

The second is an attempt to bring into view the cultural connection between
the Sassanid State and the other nations in addition to its impact on the
Sassanid military establishment particularly.

The third object of research is directed to probing the institution of education
in its capacity as the kernel from which military knowledge has grown up and
the headspring from which military commanders derived their expertise.

In Chapter Three, light is mainly shed on military commandership; therefore,
the foundations of choosing the most proper military commanders are
presented with commentary and analysis. Following that, a general view on
military administration is given, followed by a brief presentation of some
military functions and terms. The chapter is ended up with a study of
battlefield commandership and what is ramified thereof.

Chapter Four comprises a study of military strategy and arts of war; it is thus
divided into two sections, the first of which deals with both defensive strategy
and strategy of attack as well as all tactics that are related to both strategies.

The second section thrashes out such arts of war as tricks, stratagems,
ambushes, and maneuvers. A study of the intelligence system (i.e. spies and
secret agents) is attached to this section.

Entitled “Military Politics,” Chapter Five falls in two sections. The first
section is devoted to studying military ethics and political treatment with the
individuals of the military staff. It thus shows how the armed forces should
behave in battlefields and how they should behave with each other, according




to their ranks. Attached to this section is the attitude to prisoners of war and
fugitives.

The second section is intent on mental mobilization and spiritual direction qua
parts of military ideology.

The mechanism of study deems necessary for a researcher who plunges into
this arena to be acquainted with reference books of the ancient history in
general and the ancient history of Persia in particular. Without examining and
studying these books, the picture is still imperfect for the researcher whose
main task is to be comprehensively familiar with all historical events involved
so as to present his study in the most accomplished way.




