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SAILING TO BYZANTIUM
I

That is no couniry for old men. The young
Tn onc another’s arms, birds in the trees
— Those dying genciations - at their song.
The salmon-falls, the mackerel-crowded seus,
Fish, flesh, or fowl, commend all summer long.
Whatever is begotten, born, and dies.
Caughi in that sensual music all neglect,
Monuments ol unageing intellect.

1

An aged man is but a paliry thing,
A tattered coat upon a stick, unless.j
Soul clap its hands and sing, and louder sing
For every tatter in its mortal dress,
Nor is there singing school but] studying



Y

Monuments of ns own magmficence ,
And therefore I have sailed the seas and come
To the holy city of Byzantium.

m

O sages standing in God’s holy fire

As in the gold mosaic of a wall,

Come from the holy fire, perne 1n a gyre,
And be the singing-masters of my soul.
Consume my heart away; sick with desire
And fastened to a dying animal

It knows not what it is ; and gather mc
Into the artifice of eternity.

v

Once out of nature I shall never take
My bodily form from any natural thing,
But such a form as Grecian goldsmiths make
Of hammered gold and gold enamelling

To keep a drowsy Emperor awake ;

Or set upon. a golden bough to sing

To lords and ladies of Byzantium

Of what is past, or passing, or to come.
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A WHAT THE THUNDER SAID

After the torchlight red on sweaty faces.
After the frosty silence in the gardens.
After the agony in stony places.

The shouting and ihe crying.

Prison and palace and reverberation.

Of thunder of spring over distant mountains,
Hc who was living is now dead.

We who were living are now dying.

With a little patience.

XXX

Here 15 no waier but only reck,

Rock and no water and the sandy road.

The road winding above among the mountains.

Which are mountains of rock witheut water.

If there weic water we should stop and drink.

Amongst the rock one cannot stop or think

Sweat 1s dry and feet arc in the sand

If there were only wailer amongst the rock.

Dead mountain mouth of ca.rioﬁs teeth that cannot >plt.
Hcre one can neither siand nor lie nor sit,
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There is not even silence in the mountains,
But dry sterile thunder without rain.

There is not even solitude in the mountains.
But red sullen faces sneer and snarl.

From doors of mudcracked houses

Tf there were water

And no rock

If there were rock

And also water

And water

A spring

A pool among the rock

If there were the sound of water only.

Not the cicada

And dry grass singing

But sound of water over a rock

Where the hermit-thrush sings in the pine trees.
Drip drop drip drop drop drop drop.

But there 1s us water.

XXX
Who is the third who walks always beside you ?
When I count, there are only you and I together.
But when I look ahead up the white road.
There is always another one walking beside you
Gliding wrapt in a brown mantle, hooded.
1do not know whether a man or a woman.
But who 1s that on the other side of you ?

X
What 1s that sound high in the arr,
Murmu of maternal lamentation
Who are those hooded hordes swarming
Over endless plamns, stumbling in cracked earth.
Ringed by the flat houizon ouly.
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What is the city over the mountains.

Cracks and reforms and bursts in the violet air.
Falling towers.

Jerusalem Athens Alexandria

Vlenna London

Unreal

XXX

A woman drew her long black hair out tight.

And fiddled whisper music on those strings.

And bats with baby faces in the violet light.

Whistled, and beat theis wings.

And crawled head downwaid down a balckened wall

And upside down in air were towets.

Tolling remuniscent bells, that kept the hous

And voices singing out of empty cisterns and ¢xhaunsted wells

X

In this decayed hole among ihe mouniains

In the faint moonlight, the grass 15 singing

Over the tumbled graves about the chapel

"There is the emptly chapel, only the the wind’s home.

It has no windows, and the Jdoor swings.

Pry bones can haim no one.

Only a cock stood on the rooftree.

Co co rice Co co rico.

In a flash of ightning. Then a damp gust biinging tain.
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JOHN WAIN
A SONG ABOUT MAJOR EATHERLY

Good news. [t seems he loved them after ail.
His orders were to try their bones to ash.
He- carried up the bomb and let it fall.

And then his orders were to take the cash,
A hero’s pension. But he let it lie,

It was in vain to ask him for the eause.
Simply that if he touched it he would die.
He fought his own, and not his country’s wars.
His orders told him he was not a man :

An instrument, finc-tempered. clear of stain,
All fears and passions closed up like a fan :
No more volitoin than his aeroplane.

But now he fought to win his manhood back.
Steep from the sunset of his pain he flew.
Against the darkness in that last attack.

It was for love he fought, to make that true.
Suppose a sea-bird,

Tts wings stuck down with oil, riding the waves
In no direction, under the storm-clouds., helpless,

Lifted for an instant by each moving billow

Ta scan the meaningless horizon, helpless,

Helpless, and the storms coming, and its wings dead,
Its bird-nature dead |

Imagine this castaway,

Loved, perhaps by the Creator, and yet abandoned,
Mocked by the flashing scales of the fishr beneath it,
Who leap, Twist, dive, as frce as the wide sea as
Formerly the bird at the wide sky,

Now helpless,starving, & prisoner of the surfa ce,
Unable to dive or rise : thisis your emblem.

Tt is the emblem of Major Eatherly.
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Zeus had to make nothing of me, so that he himself could be every-
thing. That’s the law and discase of tyrants - they are more sensitive
than we are ..  Tf a friend makes a slip, they see a traitor, But is Zeus
a tyrant 7 I'm not sure. He cut through things at first. Each god
was given his place and function ; no more overlapping offices, He
was, and still is, T think, a good enough god for the gods. Man was
whattroubled him. Zeus looked at man with disgust, and ssid, «Why do
1 put up with man ? Ho cares for nothing cxcept dirt, blood, and sex ?
He is always the same. He gets nowhere. Why don't I wipe him out 7
«When I heard Zeus, I said to myself, «Poor man, the king of the gods
hates you. None of the gods will help you. Perhaps, if you have fire,
you can help yourself.» So, man has fire ! And Zeus, the inscrutable,
has not wiped him out, but has consented to let him live, miserable dying,
though equal to the gods in thought. I have been punished. I thought
I could move the world. Now the worid moves, I stand here, another
obstruction, another dark spot in the merciless perfection of Zeus.
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Shall I compare thee to a summer's day ?

Thou art more lovely and more temperate.

Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,
And summer's lease hath all too short a date :
Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shincs

And often is his gold complexion dimm’'d ;

And every fair from fair sometime declines

By chance, or nature’s changing course, untrimm’d ;
But thy t;ternal summer shall not fade,

Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st ;

Nor shall Death brag thou wand’rest in his shade,
When in eternal lines to time thou grow’st.

So long as men can breathe, or eyes can see,

* So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.
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E.M. Forster : A PASSAGE TO INDIA

India anation ! What an apotheosis ! Last comer to the drab nineteen~
th-entury sisterhood! Wad dling in at this hour of the world to take her
seat. She whose only peer was the Holy Roman Empire, she shall rank
with Guatemala and Belgium perhaps ! Fielding mocked again. And
Aziz in an awful rage danced this way and that, not knowing what to du,
and cried : «Down with the English anyhow. That's certain, Clem
out, you fellows, double quick, T say. We muay haie one another, bui
we hate you most. If T don’t make you go, Ahmed will, Karim will if
it’s fifty five-hundred years we shall get rid of you, yes, we shall drive every
blasied Englishman into the sea, and then» - he rode against him fur~
iously - «and then», he concluded, half kissing him, «you and I shall be
friends»,
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«Why can’t we be friends now ?» said th other, holding him affection-
ately. «It’s what T want. Tt’s what you want.»

But the horses didn’t want it - they swerved apart ; the earth didn’t
want it, sending up rocks through which riders must pass single file ;
the temples, the tank, the Jail, the palace, the birds, the carrion,
the Guest House, that came into view as they issued from the gap and
saw Mau beneath :they didn’t want it, they said in their hundred
voices «No, not yet,» and, the sky said, «No not there.»
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