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Abstract

The penetration of the world of myths to perceive their nature and get a
knowledge about the role of them in the human society, is not an easy task.

Myth represents a very important part of the history of the development of
the human awareness of life and universe so it could be considered as an important
part of the history of human experience in many aspects of his life.

The interest of the study of myths occupied a great part of the effort of
many scholars. According to some scholars myth had a great deal of meaning. In
the primitive societies it represented a parallel world of his realistic world and in
a sense a sort of support of the realistic world our great philosopher Plato had
utilized of myths in some topics of his philosophical works the task of this thesis is
to give some answer about in what aspects or topics he used myths and for what
purposes to clarify their aspects this study is divided to 5 chapters in addition to a
prologue and epilogue.

The first chapter was devoted to a theoretical frame of the study, it studied a
myth as a form of thought, and also it dealt with the different method of the study of

myth, and the relation between mythical thought and philosophy. In this chapter we
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also studied the place of myth in the some philosophical works before Plato, then we

attempted to reach an interpretation of the myth which were used by Plato.

In the second chapter we studied the features of myth that were used in his
youth period, in his early dialogues to investigate the influence of other school on
his philosophy. Then we studied his use of myth in his late stage where be had
a comprehensive point of view of the world to reveal the difference. In the third
chapter we attempted to reveal some dimensions of platonic myths, the metaphysical,
the value, and the universal.

In the fourth chapter we discussed the functions of the use of myth in Plato's
philosophy: the critical, the social, the political and the function of explanation.

In the epilogue we made a summary of what were revealed in this study.

In our study we benefited from several relevant methods, historical, analytical,
comparative and critical methods.

Many authentic sources have been used but our main source were Plato's

own texts.
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1.  Plato, Republic, in the Dialogues of Plato, Tr, by, Benjamin Jowett, The University

of Chicago: 22nd, ed, UA.S, 1978.
2. Plato States Man, in the Dialogues of Plato.
3. Plato, Symposium, in the Dialogues of Plato.
4. Plato, Timaesus, in the Dialogues of Plato.
5. Plato, Philebus, in the Dialogues of Plato.
6. Plato, Protagoras, in the Dialogues of Plato.
7. Plato, Phaedrus, in the Dialogues of Plato.
8. Plato, Gorgias, in the Dialogues of Plato.

9. Plato, Laws, in the Dialogues of Plato.
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